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The Roller Coaster of Life
The Rev. Kathleen M. Sturges, Vicar

AnLi fe is what h ap p e no$us wwauld ghase to lvehni stick situatmns Othere
busy making other pl anaeblessingstoliedound. quote from one
of John Lennonébés songs, AhoBywwaal $t.iJéhnthe BBpbisy hade beshd | e

Il 6m not familiar wit h grehteblessimynTiank yows ferltHe lovetahdesape wo r
aptly apply to our f ampottthdt gou havefcentinuad tp lsltowen upan. Mi-
As many of you know, Michael and | were c hael , myself and our f a mi

going about our lives, making summer plans,love in your actions. That love is always there as

when in early July Michael was diagnosed withwe come to grips with the certainty that ulti-

colon cancer. Nine days later, he went in for sur-mat el y we are not truly #dir
gery in order to remove a tumor Plans made are not any guarantee

in his large intestine. The surgery of what the future holds. Life will

was successful and operation re- happen regardl ess, a
covery time relatively short; cancer has dramatically pointed

which allowed us to pursue our out. And it is that very lack of

summer plans of visiting good control that makes us seek the

friends in Seattle for a couple One who is in fact in control of

weeks. Upon return in early Au- all things.

gust, Michael went back to work Our God is good and faithful.

at UVA. Since cancer had been found in one ofSeveral newsletters ago | reflected on Romans

the lymph nodes removed during surgery, Mi-8 : 2 8, which says that i We
chael will be receiving chemotherapy treatmentswork together for good for those who love God,

in the upcoming months. Thankfully, accordingwh o ar e <call ed according t

to the nurses, chemo for colon cancer is nowfamily is resting in the faith that out of this cancer
quite effective and has minimal side effects. Wewill come good.
are very hopeful. Please continue to pray for great success with
Most of our plans from before have contin-Mi chael 6s chemotherapy trea
ued, although set in this new reality, as we ridecer not already removed by the surgery be eradi-
the rollercoaster of Life. It can be thrilling, some- cated, and that throughout this journey our family
times a bit scary and often quite out of our con-might hold close to each other and grow deeper in
trol. But not His. Indeed, life is what happens our faith as we trust God in all things. Truly it is
when youdre busy maki nmgyhape dne praygr foraah af us, thabhab each o m
well aware that | am not the only one who hasus face the ups and downs of life that our rela-
faced or is facing times of crisis. Although none tionship with God through Christ might become
richer and stronger. God bless you all.



Church
Leadership

2009 Vestry

The Rev. Kathleen M. Sturges

Tracey McFarlane,
Sr. Warden

Nancy Sprouse, Jr. Warden

John Fowler
Ed Strange

Other Church Leaders

Activities/Altar Guild
Nancy Sprouse

Bulletins, Newsletters
Secretary, Treasurer
Michelle Sprouse

Cemetery
Jeff Sprouse

Flowers
Bettie Hutcherson

Hospitality
Diane Lewis

Organists
Paul Fisk & Boo Dulaney

Web Site Coordinator
June Tate

Sunday School

Tracy Strange
Brian Hyde

Charlotte Jones

Youth Directors
Brian Hutcherson
Bettie Hutcherson

ECW
Dale Kingrea, President
June Tate, VP
Bettie Hutcherson, Sec./Tree

aS.

Buildings & Grounds Projects

Nancy Sprouse, Junior Warden

Church

1.

2.
3.

o

The side altar has been repaired to accommodate for better
use.

A split kneeler has been repaired.

Two new kneelers were built and attached to the first pew
on the right side of the church.

The first pew on the right side has been attached to the
floor.

A split book rack has been repaired and replaced.

Mice have moved into the choir room. This is being ad-
dressed.

Parish Hall

1.
2.

Please continue to help keep the hall clean and fresh.
The side door blind is in need of repair and will attended to.

Mission House

After a few vacant months and being shown nearly two
dozen times, a right match has been found to rent the mis-
sion house. A lovely couple, Patrick and Joan Linton are
from Kamuela, Hawaii and are looking forward to coming
to Virginia and settling in Ivy. They are looking forward to
meeting everyone and will be arriving the latter part of Oc-
tober. Please make them feel welcome.

Grounds

1.

This season we have kep‘m
our mowing at a minimum s e

at two times per month, o g:' ,
saving the church nearl /
$3,000. Two young men
of our church, Hunter

Loose and Logan
Sprousetook on this task,
with the encouragement o
their father Jeff Sprouse.
In addition to making
some extra money, the
have also been learning
about working and being
responsible. They have done a super job with a daunting
tasld especially the cemetery. Please commend them if you
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have a chance. i
2. Kendra Hall and her family have generously donated aBIrthdayS @

new tree as a memorial to their infant son, Andy. The previ-
ous Blue Spruce has been removed and will soon beg r&eptember
placed. Thank you Kendra. 2 Matthew Williams

3. Broken or dead tree limbs have been removed througho@t Carolyn Fowler
the property. Two dead trees behind the parish hall willO Dixie Harmon
soon be removed. 15 John Fowler

4. Shrubbery has been trimmed and poison ivy removed fforh® Bobby Thomas
around the church. 23 Schuyler Hall

5. Kathryn McAulliffe has donated shrubbery to be planted at Cody Garrison
the church entrance. This project will be completed Wrerbctober

cooler weather arrives. 6 David Wayland

9 Karen Douglas

Playground 17 Lauren Sprouse
Last fall I Ahad a dreamo0 ff qNoversberst ruct a new pl

Sunday school children. Additionally, my hope was to also dfaw Allen Miller

new families. Last year, our building and maintenance fund hada Sheila Garrison

$300.00 balance. Twelve months later and after many long hours & Tamra Kirschnik

research and meetings, and with the generosity of our church fgmily Hunter Loose

and friends, | am proud to report that our playground project is SOnny Sprouse

nearing completion. My goal at this time is to have the new playt6 Mary LooseDeViney

ground installed and ready by Homecoming, which is planned| fof/ Jonathan Williams

October 3rd. 25 Be_ttle Hut_cherson
In mid-August, the 60 x 70 area was marked off and equipment Allie Morris

ordered. The total cost for this project, including equipment, ground

surfacing and labor is estimated to be |atANNIVErsaries
$25,000. This is expensive but well worth the
cost for this commercial grade equipment. At September 11

press time, our playground fund has a healthy Tracy Strange & Chris Nelson
balance of $15,000.00, which allowed the pur-

chase of equipment. We pray and believe that September 18
our monetary goal will be met with the continued generosity of pur ~ Frieda & Mike Wagner
members and friends.
When Nancy puts her mind to a project, she goes above|and
beyond to ensure succédsso matter how big or small. If you re}
member, she managed the completion of our expanded parish hall
and Sunday school rooms several years ago!
We are looking forward to breaking ground and showing [off
our new play area at Homecoming. We hope you will make eyery October 30
effort to attend and encourage you to bring a friend to join in jour Faye & Bill Williams
Homecoming service and celebration.
A drawing of the playground area has been included for your November 25
review. | f you have any ques¢ti oKasen&S$cottiDbuglgsoud d be
the old equipment, please give Nancy a call at (434}4888 or
(434) 5314671.

September 20
Carolyn & John Fowler

October 8
Tracey & Eric McFarlane
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Upcoming Events & Activities

Nancy Sprouse, Activities Director
Unless otherwise indicated, please direct questions to Nancy at (4346883

Yard Sale
Benefits the Playground Project

Fridayd Sunday
Sept. 11, 12, 13

Thanks for
everyo
continued
support  for
our play-
ground pro-

ject. We are

more than halfway towards ouy

donation goal. Look through
your closets and garages fd

treasures to donate. Also, mark

these dates on your calendar
donate your time.

Bishop Jones Visit to
St . Johnos
Sunday, Sept. 20

11 a.m. Service
Luncheon to follow

Please join us in welcom-

ing Bishop Jones to celebrate _
t ground, barring no unforesee|

baptisms and confirmations &

an 11 a.m. service. Luncheon to

follow.

Clean-Up for Homecoming
Tuesday, September 29
9 a.m. until...

If you have an hour or two,
please come by and help r¢g
fresh our church for our Home
coming celebration.

Homecoming
Sunday, October 3
10 a.m. Service

11 a.m. Luncheon
& Fellowship

N e é look forward to seeing

everyone at this special event.

In addition to a wonderful
service, we will enjoy a
del i cious me a |

provide the main entrée. We

ask each family to bring two o

more side dishes (vegetable,
hd past year and adopting a 2010

I salad, dessert), enough to feg
12 additional people.

You will also be receiving
information about donations
and flower honors and
memorials. This is an excellen
opportunity to be extra
generous as well as recognij

(0]

those you wish to honor of

remember will a fall flower or
building donations
We will also be celebrating

delays.

ECW Holiday Craft &
Baked Goods Bazaar
November TBA

This is one of the ECWY
fundraiser events. All are en
- couraged to donate crafts ¢
baked goods to sell. Volunteer
are also needed Friday for s¢
up and during the day on Satu
day. Hot dogs and sweets wi
also be available for purchase.
Through their projects, the
ECW have been able to provid
funds for Shrinemont attendesg
this year - (Lindsay

the completion of a new playt
n

[

e

r

McFarlane, Randi Lynn Tho-
mas and Trevor Hyde). New
vestments were also purchased
for our acolytes.

Annual Meeting
Sunday, December 6
1la.m.

St . Johnos
a.m. service. Agenda items will
include electing one new
Vestry member, reviewing the

budget. Your presence and
input are very important.

Christmas Pageant &

t Luncheon

Sunday, December 13

Those attendi
10 a.m. service will be treated
to a pageant presented by the
y 0 u t h
d

Following the pageant, we
will enjoy fellowship in the
Parish Hall during lunch. St.
Johnos wi ||
entrée and each family will be
asked to contribute additional
dishes.

L Christmas Eve Service

Thursday, December 24

S 4 p.m.
t

Holy Eucharist Rite Il will

| be held in celebration of the

birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We hope to see new faces as
e well as those familiar. Please
S think about inviting a friend or

neighbor.

Paged
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Opportunities to Serve

Diane Lewis, Hospitality Chair

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as the Hospitality Ch
a role formerly performed by the much loved Pam Strange.
Vestry has approved two new communication tools for quickly
forming everyone f prayer needs as they arise in our church far]
a prayer chain and email notifications. Descriptions of each arg
low.

Prayer Chain
Someone (Kathleen or member of the parish) notif

Di ane of a prayer conc
family, upcoming surgery/hospitalization, serioy
illness, etc.) Diane would contact the next person
the prayer chain who would call the next person in {

Altar Guild

Nancy Sprouse, Director

pir, Summer has flown by.
Thé&/hat a great job everyone does
into keep our church so clean and
nileautiful on Sunday mornings.
b€he flowers are always ordered
and given in memory or honor
of a loved one. We all have so
many blessings to count each
€%lay and week as we come to-
e dether dn Sunday moshiga.t h
S  When we begin 2010 in
iManuary, we would like for
hehree families to join together

Chain, who would call the next person, etc. EaChand provide refreshments on

member of the prayer chain would have a list of the chain par
pants. If the individual that they should be calling next is unav,
able, they should attempt to leave a message for that persorn
then call the next person in the chain. This ensures the chain i
broken until all participants have been notified. Participants shq
call the next person in the chain promptly after learning abot
prayer request. The last person in the chain will contact Diane t
her know that everyone has been contacted.

Email Notification

A master list of SJITBEC email addresses would be maintai
by Diane. When notified of a prayer request, Diane would sen
email to advise members of the parish of the request. The ema
dress list could also be used to inform/remind parishioners of
cial service and event dates/times (i.e. Lent, Christmas Eve, fu

als, Vacation Bible School, etc.). The email distribution list wouild

be solely for the purpose of sharing churoslated information. It
IS NOT to be used as a vehicle for sharing jokes, political points
view, etc.

While there may be some redundancy between the two com
nication vehicles, using both would ensure that most people
aware of the prayer concerns as they arise. As an example,
members of our congregation do not have email so the prayer ¢
would be an effective means of getting the word to those indivi
als.

If you would like to participate in either of these initiative

please contact Diane Lewis at 434.326.1358 or send her an em

diane.lewis.lewis@live.com

“Fﬁrst Sundays and share in the
ilsatisfaction of this ministry as
&l share the expense. The
5 Niar guild person can not do
Ulghis alone. Details will be

it Rorked out in the next few

D Iffonths with focus on diverse
and yet healthy refreshment
options. Thanks to all who gen-
erously donated each month

is year.

13N The fall Altar Guild sched-

'age is:

Spe-
ner-

N

September * Bettie H.
October * Nancy S.
November * Michelle S.

5 of  December * Nancy S.

What a wonderful blessing
muy-€e have her e
avghere so many people serve in
sosgemany wonderful ways. The
haasks are carried through faith-
duully each Sunday.

ail at
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Summer Fun with St. Johnos

Tracy Strange, Sunday School Director

We kicked off the summer with Vacation Bible School, which was fun for all! The volunteers
worked hard to engage our children in what we hope was a life altering experience. We hosted nearly 40
children and enlisted the help of many of our junior church members, along with a dedicated group of
adults. The children were divided into mixed age crews, led by a crew leader who was responsible for
keeping their crews together, peace keeping and getting the group from station to station on time. Crew
Leaders includedt.indsay McFarlane, Kristen Morris, Drew Kessler, Matthew Sturges, Jaleel
Morton, Brie Rakoski and Samantha Prentiss

This year we reached new technical heights. Eaq
family received a CD with a slide show summarizing
the daily lesson accompanied by pictures taken of of =
VBS group. A big thank you t®Renee Rakoski and
Kevin Hensley for completing this very time consum-

ing a link on the church website to the pictures fro
VBS for everyone to enjoy. | encourage you to take
look if you have some free time. Every volunteer is t(
be commended for their contribution in making ou
VBS a success!

Each day, the children participated in a variety of activities. There were six stations each hosted by
one or two adults. A few stations included assistant station leaders. Activities included learning new les-
sons, singing songs, playing games and making crafts. This year we added the Firefly Finale. At the end
of the day all the children gathered to sing a few songs and discuss what they learned.

Our Stations and Station leaders included:
Bible Bayoui Kathleen Sturges and Diane Lewis
Snack Shack Tracy Strange and Abby Dennis
Sing and Play Swamp Stormplracey McFarlane
Gator Games$ Brian Hyde
Crawfish Crafts & Mission$ Laurie Morris and Kendra Hall
Dockside Drivein i Charlotte Jones
Bell Ringers & General Handyméiked Strange and Bobby Thomas

The remainder of the summ@&rian Hyde continued to bless our miservice with his mini
sermons. We began | ear nMsn.g BabsisrseoThe childrén worked onGi f t 0
packets of information which included a Bible story, mini test and puzzles which reviewed the story.

We also focused on learning to get along and dealing with our emd@ibadotte Jonescontinued her
work with the younger members of Sunday school. We are very blessed to have such a dedicated group
of volunteers.

As preparations begin for the fall, | invite you to share any questions, concerns, or ideas that you
may have with me.
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